I have found that research that applies sociological models of communication and leadership to ensemble interaction is flawed and incomplete. Whilst there is a wealth of possible models and theories that may be applied to ensembles, a fundamental understanding of the phenomenology of performance is absent. When compared with practical experience, the research available does not sufficiently account for the complexity inherent in musical practice (p.60). While the book is exemplary in its scholarship and an invaluable addition to the literature on musical performance, this text is foremost a celebration of the musical 'information content' as understood by musicians.
By explaining the mechanisms through which musicians play alone and together, the book highlights the inimitable information content, the complexity and richness of which grows as people become more proficient as experienced musicians. Indeed, as mentioned earlier in the book, musicians hear the same things as others, but they hear differently-that is to say, information is formulated differently for musicians in order to act. The experience of playing, and getting better at playing, increases ways in which musicians gain access to this information. In describing the complexity via a paradigm of inter-reaction, the book sheds light on why playing an instrument is a fascinating activity, and why playing together with other musicians is even more so. The richness of information content revealed through the act of performance-embodied knowledge-may also explain other, global phenomena: why many young people want to become performers and get hooked, and why many others enjoy playing music regardless of their proficiency.
About the review author MIEKO KANNO is a violinist and Senior Research Fellow at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. She specialises in the performance of contemporary music and publishes her research through performances and written articles. She commissions and gives concerts internationally in solo and small ensembles, and is a member of the Netherlands-based new music group Insomnio.
